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drawn its soldiers from Egypt. To the Western
mind it would appear difficult for the same in-
dividual to be at once a patriot who wished
the British soldiers to leave the country, and an
advocate of good government who wished them
to remain. I have dwelt to little purpose on
the inconsistencies of Eastern character if I have
not convinced the readers of Modern Egypt that
the performance of this extraordinary intellectual
feat is possible to some Egyptians.

But although the movement was but skin deep
in the sense that some ten millions of voiceless
Egyptians failed to sympathise with it, it was
eminently mischievous. If unchecked, it might
lead to serious trouble. Given a few unscrupulous
leaders in contact with an ignorant and credulous
population, and the result was difficult to foretell.
Moreover, the unreality of the whole thing was
only apparent to those who had some real know-
ledge of the country. Any one at a distance, or
even an ill-informed observer on the spot, might
well be deceived by the pseudo - patriotism of
which so liberal a display was made. Pashas
represented ideas-diametrically opposed to those
of the Egyptian people, but whereas the latter
were silent by reason either of ignorance or fear,
,the former were extremely noisy and shouted not
only in Arabic* but in the purest Parisian French.
It was easy, therefore, for a casual observer to